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June 2019 

 

Dear Readers 

In our first article we present Damen and Amels Expedition Yachts SeaXplorers with focus on The ´La Datcha´ SeaXplorer 77. 

Next part of the magazine is dedicated to cruise vessels. Hans Tompot prepared for us an article on cruise vessels featuring: 

- ‘Costa Venezia’, ‘Costa Firenze’ and ‘Costa Smeralda’ of Costa Crociere SpA (brand of Carnival Corp.),  

- ‘MSC Bellissima’ of MSC Cruises S.A., and 

- ‘Nieuw Statendam’ of the Holland America Line (brand of Carnival Corp.) 

Last part of this issue brings an overview of Shipyards and Maritime Industry in Turkey and provides information on three companies I visited in May 

2019: Gemak, Aras Marine and Cemre Shipyard. 

Samet Cirlak of Cemre Shipyard wrote for us an article about NB57 SOV ´Wind of Change´. SOV is one of the new and unique branches in offshore 

market. The SOV “Wind of Change” was launched in early October 2018 and delivered in April 2019. Now it is operated by French Operator LDA for 

Danish ØRSTED on German waters.  

Our magazine has its very first partner which is the Spanish Company Rubrica (Division Rubrica Maritime). I believe our cooperation will successfully 

complement our cooperation on the magazine e-mosty. 

Let me welcome a new member of our Editorial Board: David Stork, Project Director Ports, Coastal & Offshore at Mott MacDonald. David has 

reviewed this issue – thank you very much for it, David. In the future we are planning to cooperate especially on issues dedicated to design and 

construction of ports and docks – the first one will be our e-maritime November 2019. 

I would very much like to thank all people and companies who have helped me prepare this issue.  

We have agreed with Hans van der Ster on mutual cooperation on promotion of our magazines.  

On next pages you can find more information on both our magazines, our Editorial Plan and also our partnership offer. We welcome your ideas, 

comments, articles and participation in preparation of e-maritime magazine, you can contact us here. 

           

 

Magdaléna Sobotková 

 

http://www.e-mosty.cz/
mailto:mailto:info@professional-english.cz
https://e-maritime.cz/editorial-board/
http://www.e-maritime.cz
http://www.e-mosty.cz
mailto:info@professional-english.cz


 

 
June 2019 

 

 

  

Front Cover: 

 

 

Back Cover:  

 

International, interactive magazine about vessels, 

maritime equipment, ports and docks. 

It is published on www.e-maritime.cz. Open Access. 

Released  on: 30 March, 30 June and 30 November 

September Issue is released jointly with the magazine e-mosty: 

“Bridges, Vessels and Maritime Equipment”, published on       

20 September on www.e-mosty.cz with open access. 

Peer-reviewed. 

Number: 02/2019, June. Year: I. 

 

© All rights reserved. Please respect copyright. When referring to any information contained herein, please use the title 

of the magazine “e-maritime“, volume, author and page. In case of any doubts please contact us. Thank you. 

 

Chief Editor: Magdaléna Sobotková 

Contact: info@professional-english.cz 

Editorial Board 

The Publisher:  PROF-ENG, s. r. o.                                      

Velká Hraštice 112, 262 03                         

Czech Republic 

VAT Id. Number: CZ02577933 

 

 

 

´MSC Bellissima´ arrives at     

Southampton to be christened 

with water cannon salute 

Courtesy of MSC Cruises 

NB57 SOV ´Wind of Change´ 

Courtesy of Cemre Shipyard 

 

 
June 2019 

 

Dear Readers 

In our first article we present Damen and Amels Expedition Yachts SeaXplorers with focus on The ´La Datcha´ SeaXplorer 77. 

Next part of the magazine is dedicated to cruise vessels. Hans Tompot prepared for us an article on cruise vessels featuring: 

- ‘Costa Venezia’, ‘Costa Firenze’ and ‘Costa Smeralda’ of Costa Crociere SpA (brand of Carnival Corp.),  

- ‘MSC Bellissima’ of MSC Cruises S.A., and 

- ‘Nieuw Statendam’ of the Holland America Line (brand of Carnival Corp.) 

Last part of this issue brings an overview of Shipyards and Maritime Industry in Turkey and provides information on three companies I visited in May 

2019: Gemak, Aras Marine and Cemre Shipyard. 

Samet Cirlak of Cemre Shipyard wrote for us an article about NB57 SOV ´Wind of Change´. SOV is one of the new and unique branches in offshore 

market. The SOV “Wind of Change” was launched in early October 2018 and delivered in April 2019. Now it is operated by French Operator LDA for 

Danish ØRSTED on German waters.  

Our magazine has its very first partner which is the Spanish Company Rubrica (Division Rubrica Maritime). I believe our cooperation will successfully 

complement our cooperation on the magazine e-mosty. 

Let me welcome a new member of our Editorial Board: David Stork, Project Director Ports, Coastal & Offshore at Mott MacDonald. David has 

reviewed this issue – thank you very much for it, David. In the future we are planning to cooperate especially on issues dedicated to design and 

construction of ports and docks – the first one will be our e-maritime November 2019. 

I would very much like to thank all people and companies who have helped me prepare this issue.  

We have agreed with Hans van der Ster on mutual cooperation on promotion of our magazines.  

On next pages you can find more information on both our magazines, our Editorial Plan and also our partnership offer. We welcome your ideas, 

comments, articles and participation in preparation of e-maritime magazine, you can contact us here. 

           

 

Magdaléna Sobotková 

 

mailto:mailto:info@professional-english.cz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

The magazine e-maritime is an international, interactive, peer-reviewed magazine  

about vessels, ports, docks and maritime equipment. 

 

It is published on www.e-maritime.cz three times a year: 30 March, 30 June and 30 November.  

 

September Issue is shared with the magazine e-mosty (“e-bridges”): “Bridges, Vessels and Maritime Equipment”  

which is published on 20 September on www.e-mosty.cz. 

 

It can be read free of charge (open access) with possibility to subscribe.  

The magazines stay available on-line on our website. It is also possible to download them as pdf. 

 

The magazine brings original articles about design, construction, operation and maintenance  

of vessels and maritime equipment, docks and ports from around the world. 

 

 Its electronic form enables publishing of high-quality photos, videos, drawings, links etc.   

We aim to include all important and technical information and show the grace and beauty of the vessels and structures as well. 
 

   

ISSN 2571-3914 

PARTNERS 
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The magazine e-mosty (“e-bridges”) is an international, interactive, peer-reviewed magazine about bridges. 

It is published on www.e-mosty.cz and can be read free of charge (open access) with possibility to subscribe.  

 

It is published quarterly: 20 March, 20 June, 20 September and 20 December. 

The magazines stay available on-line on our website. It is also possible to download them as pdf. 

 

 The magazine brings original articles about bridges and bridge engineers from around the world.  

Its electronic form enables publishing of high-quality photos, videos, drawings, links etc.  

We aim to include all important and technical information and show the grace and beauty of the structures.  

 

We are happy to provide media support for important bridge conferences, educational activities, charitable projects, books etc. 

 

Our Editorial Board comprises bridge engineers and experts from the UK, US and Australia. 

 

The readers are mainly bridge engineers, designers, constructors and managers of construction companies,  

university lecturers and students, or people who just love bridges.  
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http://www.e-mosty.cz/
https://e-maritime.cz/subscribe/
https://twitter.com/redakce1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_Mwl0Kh-VuI4XKP4aJ_eJQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-magazine-e-maritime/about
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-magazine-e-maritime/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_Mwl0Kh-VuI4XKP4aJ_eJQ
https://e-maritime.cz/subscribe/
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Vessels and Equipment Used for Bridge 

Construction 

Drafts by 10 August 

Release 20 September 

 

                       

 

Ports, Docks, Jetties and Piers 
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Offer of partnership and promotion of your company in our magazines e-maritime and e-mosty 

 

The magazine e-maritime was established in 2018 and its first issue was released on 30 March 2019. It has had more than 500 hundred readers in a few weeks. 

The magazine is published in English. It is going to cover a vast range of topics related to vessels, maritime equipment, ports, docks, piers and jetties - their design, construction, 

operation and maintenance, and various maritime and construction related projects. 

The Editorial Board already has two members – from the UK and the Netherlands. 

The magazine e-mosty was established in April 2015 and its first issue was released on 20 June 2015 as a bilingual English – Czech magazine aimed mainly for Czech and Slovak 

bridge engineers. Very quickly it reached an international readership. Each issue now has thousands of readers worldwide. 

In 2016 we extended the already existing Czech and Slovak Editorial Board by two bridge experts from the UK, and since then four more colleagues – from the USA, Australia and 

The Netherlands – have joined us. Since December 2016 the magazine has been published solely in English.                                                

Many of our readers share the magazine in their companies and among their colleagues so the final number of readers is much higher. 

Most importantly the readership covers our target segment – managers in construction companies, bridge designers and engineers, universities and other bridge related experts.                                                 

 

Both magazines are with open access, with possibility to subscribe (free of charge).  

In January 2019 we established their own pages on LinkedIn with constantly increasing number of their followers. Number of subscribers of both magazines is also increasing.  

We also know that the readers usually go back to older issues of both magazines.  

 
 

Partnership can be arranged with both magazines, or with each magazine separately.  
We can also agree on partnership covering only one specific issue. 

 

The partnership scheme typically involves: 
 

- Your logo on the main page of our website. 

- 1 page interactive presentation of your company in every issue. 

- Your logo and / or the name of your company on every publication and output we release. 

- Continuous promotion of your company and projects in our social media. 

- Publication of one technical article during the year (which we can help you prepare). 

Both the price and the extent of cooperation are fully negotiable.  
Please contact us for more details and partnership arrangement. 
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Places to explore with expedition yachts 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Damen SeaXplorer is the world’s first purpose-

built, Polar Code compliant expedition yacht with 

full capability for remote destinations –– from 

extreme Polar to remote Tropical areas.  

From the very first sketches to the fully engineered 

range, Damen has designed every detail of the 

yachts for the most extraordinary adventures 

anywhere on the planet. 

It is the crossover between professional vessel and 

superyacht. 

BEGINNINGS AND DEVELOPMENT 

Owners and operators of vessels who wanted to 

use their vessels for expeditions were typically 

forced to compromise with conversions of old 

commercial workboats and retired navy ships.  

The market did not offer any suitable ships for 

expeditions. After 2014, Damen specialists looked 

into possibilities how such an expedition yacht 

could be created. Their first idea was to adapt 

existing platforms.  

However, soon it was found that it would also bring 

a lot of compromising. So it was decided to design 

and develop a new product range – expedition 

yachts - from the scratch.  
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Testing on the model of the yacht 

POLAR CODE COMPLIANCE 

The SeaXplorer is purpose-built to comply with the 

International Maritime Organization’s Polar Code 

which applies to all new build and existing vessels 

entering Arctic and Antarctic waters.  

The regulations are applicable (in general) above 

60° north latitude and below 60° south latitude.  

IMO has adopted the International Code for Ships 

Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) and related 

amendments to make it mandatory under both the 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at 

Sea (SOLAS) and the International Convention for 

the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).   

The Polar Code is intended to cover the full range 

of shipping-related matters relevant to navigation in 

waters surrounding the two poles – ship design, 

construction and equipment; operational and 

training concerns; search and rescue; and, equally 

important, the protection of the unique 

environment and eco-systems of the polar regions. 

The Code requires ships intending to operate in 

the defined waters of the Antarctic and Arctic to 

apply for a Polar Ship Certificate. 

It classifies the vessel as Category A ship - ships 

designed for operation in polar waters at least in 

medium first-year ice, which may include old ice 

inclusions; Category B ship - a ship not included in 

category A, designed for operation in polar waters 

in at least thin first-year ice, which may include old 

ice inclusions; or Category C ship - a ship 

designed to operate in open water or in ice 

conditions less severe than those included in 

Categories A and B. 

The SeaXplorer is the world’s first private 

expedition yacht engineered to comply with the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Polar 

Code category B with heavy ice Polar Class 

reinforcement. 

Ice strengthening of the vessel can be tailor-made. 

Ice belt along the full length of the ship from well 

below the waterline to up to 2 metres above the 

waterline to safely handle first year pack ice up to 

90 cm thick.  

It is possible to install strengthened propulsion to 

prevent damage to the complete propulsion train 

through ice impact on a propeller; and retractable 

stabilisers. 

If you find yourself dangerously surrounded by ice, 

getting free is your top priority. That’s why DAMEN 

developed the SeaXplorer with not only ice-

strengthening, but also ice-breaking.  

However, well-designed ice-breaking bows 

generally have poor sea-keeping behaviour. Rather 

than accept any compromise on comfort and 

performance for the 99 percent of the time the 

SeaXplorer is in low ice concentrations or tropical 

open water, a double-acting hull was adopted. 

The bow is designed for optimal sea-keeping 

behaviour while the stern has the ice-breaking 

capability. 

TESTING 

Testing was done at the Hamburg Ship Model 

Basin (HSVA). The design successfully proved its 

ice-breaking performance through extensive 

testing in conditions such as level ice and broken 

ice, including manoeuvring in ice conditions. 

Where traditional yachts go out of their way to 

avoid scrapes on the hull, the SeaXplorer’s 

robust, unfaired hull is designed to go right into 

fast ice.  

While parts of the yacht, in the particular the 

luxury accommodation, are faired to perfection, 

other parts of the yacht, such as the SEA AXE 

bow and ice-breaking stern, require the raw 

brute strength of steel. 
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https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=_2GwL

eM4Z_0 

Video: Testing on the model of the yacht 

 

SAFETY 

Superyacht owners are increasingly discovering 

the spectacular beauty of the polar regions. 

However, crews and owners should be aware of 

the safety risks for those on board as well as the 

potential environmental harm.  

The Polar Code also imposes the minimum 

standards for safety and environmental protection. 

Polar regions have many hazards that yachts do 

not encounter in their normal cruising grounds, 

such as notoriously unpredictable and rapidly 

changing conditions, places full of ice - which can 

be very dangerous for yachts without ice 

strengthening. 

Topside icing may also influence stability.  

Hydrographic data is often inaccurate or 

incomplete, and the high latitude can affect 

navigational equipment.  

During the journey, the yacht can be out of range 

of the nearest emergency response services.  

Reaching the nearest emergency services could 

take several days. 

To mitigate all of these risks and their impact on 

the people the vessel disposes with the following: 

 Medical equipment.  

 High-capacity water makers. 

 Fuel capacity to traverse any ocean with 

ease, as well as petrol for toys and tenders 

 Air conditioning systems for extreme 

summer and winter conditions. 

 Workshops and ample storage for spare 

parts. 

 Comprehensive waste management 

system including garbage freezers and 

wastewater tank capacity. 

THE SEAXPLORER LINES 

The SeaXplorer range has grown to six designs 

from 55 to 100 metres in length. 

 

 

Video: Adventure yachting with SeaXplorer 

 

Video: SeaXplorer - A true expedition yacht 

trueturehttps://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=f0F53Dqam5M 

 

 

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=nAibmI

QYdVg 

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?v

=f0F53Dqam5M 



 

 
June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing on the model of the yacht 

POLAR CODE COMPLIANCE 

The SeaXplorer is purpose-built to comply with the 

International Maritime Organization’s Polar Code 

which applies to all new build and existing vessels 

entering Arctic and Antarctic waters.  

The regulations are applicable (in general) above 

60° north latitude and below 60° south latitude.  

IMO has adopted the International Code for Ships 

Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) and related 

amendments to make it mandatory under both the 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at 

Sea (SOLAS) and the International Convention for 

the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).   

The Polar Code is intended to cover the full range 

of shipping-related matters relevant to navigation in 

waters surrounding the two poles – ship design, 

construction and equipment; operational and 

training concerns; search and rescue; and, equally 

important, the protection of the unique 

environment and eco-systems of the polar regions. 

The Code requires ships intending to operate in 

the defined waters of the Antarctic and Arctic to 

apply for a Polar Ship Certificate. 

It classifies the vessel as Category A ship - ships 

designed for operation in polar waters at least in 

medium first-year ice, which may include old ice 

inclusions; Category B ship - a ship not included in 

category A, designed for operation in polar waters 

in at least thin first-year ice, which may include old 

ice inclusions; or Category C ship - a ship 

designed to operate in open water or in ice 

conditions less severe than those included in 

Categories A and B. 

The SeaXplorer is the world’s first private 

expedition yacht engineered to comply with the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Polar 

Code category B with heavy ice Polar Class 

reinforcement. 

Ice strengthening of the vessel can be tailor-made. 

Ice belt along the full length of the ship from well 

below the waterline to up to 2 metres above the 

waterline to safely handle first year pack ice up to 

90 cm thick.  

It is possible to install strengthened propulsion to 

prevent damage to the complete propulsion train 

through ice impact on a propeller; and retractable 

stabilisers. 

If you find yourself dangerously surrounded by ice, 

getting free is your top priority. That’s why DAMEN 

developed the SeaXplorer with not only ice-

strengthening, but also ice-breaking.  

However, well-designed ice-breaking bows 

generally have poor sea-keeping behaviour. Rather 

than accept any compromise on comfort and 

performance for the 99 percent of the time the 

SeaXplorer is in low ice concentrations or tropical 

open water, a double-acting hull was adopted. 

The bow is designed for optimal sea-keeping 

behaviour while the stern has the ice-breaking 

capability. 

TESTING 

Testing was done at the Hamburg Ship Model 

Basin (HSVA). The design successfully proved its 

ice-breaking performance through extensive 

testing in conditions such as level ice and broken 

ice, including manoeuvring in ice conditions. 

Where traditional yachts go out of their way to 

avoid scrapes on the hull, the SeaXplorer’s 

robust, unfaired hull is designed to go right into 

fast ice.  

While parts of the yacht, in the particular the 

luxury accommodation, are faired to perfection, 

other parts of the yacht, such as the SEA AXE 

bow and ice-breaking stern, require the raw 

brute strength of steel. 

 

 

 
June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=_2GwL

eM4Z_0 

Video: Testing on the model of the yacht 

 

SAFETY 

Superyacht owners are increasingly discovering 

the spectacular beauty of the polar regions. 

However, crews and owners should be aware of 

the safety risks for those on board as well as the 

potential environmental harm.  

The Polar Code also imposes the minimum 

standards for safety and environmental protection. 

Polar regions have many hazards that yachts do 

not encounter in their normal cruising grounds, 

such as notoriously unpredictable and rapidly 

changing conditions, places full of ice - which can 

be very dangerous for yachts without ice 

strengthening. 

Topside icing may also influence stability.  

Hydrographic data is often inaccurate or 

incomplete, and the high latitude can affect 

navigational equipment.  

During the journey, the yacht can be out of range 

of the nearest emergency response services.  

Reaching the nearest emergency services could 

take several days. 

To mitigate all of these risks and their impact on 

the people the vessel disposes with the following: 

 Medical equipment.  

 High-capacity water makers. 

 Fuel capacity to traverse any ocean with 

ease, as well as petrol for toys and tenders 

 Air conditioning systems for extreme 

summer and winter conditions. 

 Workshops and ample storage for spare 

parts. 

 Comprehensive waste management 

system including garbage freezers and 

wastewater tank capacity. 

THE SEAXPLORER LINES 

The SeaXplorer range has grown to six designs 

from 55 to 100 metres in length. 

 

 

Video: Adventure yachting with SeaXplorer 

 

Video: SeaXplorer - A true expedition yacht 

trueturehttps://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=f0F53Dqam5M 

 

 

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=nAibmI

QYdVg 

https://www.yout

ube.com/watch?v

=f0F53Dqam5M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2GwLeM4Z_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2GwLeM4Z_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2GwLeM4Z_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAibmIQYdVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAibmIQYdVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAibmIQYdVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0F53Dqam5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0F53Dqam5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0F53Dqam5M
https://www.youtube
https://www.youtube
https://www.yout
http://ube.com/watch?v
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2GwLeM4Z_0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAibmIQYdVg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0F53Dqam5M
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INTRODUCTION 

The ´La Datcha´ SeaXplorer 77 is a customised 

design yacht from the DAMEN SeaXplorer range.  

She has a volume of 2,560 GT and accommodates 

12 guests in six suites including two master suites 

with full custom interiors, featuring the finest luxury 

quality and finishing created by the owner’s choice 

of interior designer.  

The yacht´s exterior design is by Azure Yacht 

Design, while the interior is by the owner´s choice 

of designer, Vasiliy Shprits and his studio which 

has also designed many of the owner´s residential 

properties.  

The yacht carries extra provisions and facilities for 

40 days of global autonomy without port call.  

The 25 crew, pilots and expedition staff operate 

the submersible, tenders, toys and two aircraft with 

a fully certified helicopter deck and helicopter 

hangar. 

The ´La Datcha´ SeaXplorer 77 is the largest of 

two projects that are currently being constructed 

from the SeaXplorer range.  

The ´La Datcha´SeaXplorer 77 shares the range’s 

core attributes: compliance with the IMO Polar 

Code, the long periods of autonomy at sea, and 

the crossover of superyacht luxury with 

professional capability.  

The design also incorporates many specific client´s 

requirements such as his passion for heli-skiing. 

CONSTRUCTION 

A milestone in the construction of the ´La Datcha´ 

SeaXplorer 77 expedition yacht was marked in July 

2018 at a keel laying ceremony at Damen 

Shipyards Galati on the banks of the Danube River 

in Romania.  

The owner attended the ceremony and welded the 

traditional coin on the keel.  

The construction of the ´La Datcha´ SeaXplorer 77 

leverages the Damen Shipyard Group’s global 

strength, combining: 

 Overall management from Damen’s 

yachting headquarters in Vlissingen in 

cooperation with superyacht builder 

AMELS which has been part of Damen 

since 1991. 

 SeaXplorer design and engineering 

at Damen Shipyards Gorinchem in the 

Netherlands. 

 Hull building at Damen Shipyards Galati. 

The yard works on many of Damen’s most 

important projects to date including the 

160-metre IMO Polar Code category-

compliant Australian Antarctic Division 

research ship NUYINA.  

 

The ´La Datcha´ SEAXPLORER 77 
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The ´La Datcha´ SEAXPLORER 77 

 

https://www.damen.com/en/companies/damen-shipyards-galati
https://www.damen.com/en/companies/damen-shipyards-galati
http://www.amels-holland.com/
https://www.damen.com/en/companies/damen-shipyards-gorinchem
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https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=oDC4AFnBqNM 

Video: SeaXplorer 77 ´La Datcha´ Launch 

The hull was launched on 4th June 2019 on the 

Danube River.  

During the summer the yacht will be transported to 

the Netherlands to Damen’s Vlissingen-Oost yard 

in the Netherlands for completion and her on-

schedule delivery. 

Damen’s Vlissingen Oost yard is located just a few 

kilometres from the Vlissingen City yard where 

AMELS operates.  

A commercial and naval shipyard at heart, 

Vlissingen Oost is an integral part of Damen yacht 

building and refit offering.  

A number of superyacht refit projects for yachts 

measuring over 90 metres have already been 

completed here. 

Delivery of the yacht to the owner is planned for 

September 2020, just before her debut at the 

Monaco Yacht Show. 

HELI-SKIING 

Fully certified helicopter deck enables to take off 

and reach remote destinations. The helideck and 

hangars are fully certified for helicopters up to 

4,000kg.  

The yacht also has a standby helicopter deck 

surface to position a second helicopter with full 

rotation and a below-deck hangar to protect both 

bespoke Airbus AHC125 helicopters from the 

elements. 

Storage space has been allocated for a pair of 

snowmobiles, which can be used to access ski 

terrain on no-fly days as well as provide snowy 

adventures to non-skiers. 

The yacht has a dedicated room with individual 

lockers for each guest and ski boot heaters. 

Apart from helicopter hangars, the yacht also 

features a dive center and decompression 

chamber, and carries a submersible and two 

waverunners. 

In case of emergency, the yacht has state-of-the-

art ski and avalanche safety equipment.  

IMO POLAR CODE COMPLIANCE 

The SeaXplorer 77 has a reinforced Ice Class hull 

built in compliance with IMO Polar Code which 

means that the yacht can remain on station in 

rapidly changing ice conditions. 

OPERATION OF THE YACHT 

The yacht can operate autonomously with full 

service for twelve guests up to 40 days.  

Such operation comprises fuel capacity, storage 

and waste management including garbage 

freezers and wastewater tank capacity.  

It enables operation in Zero Discharge Zones from 

the polar regions to tropical marine reserves. 

 

REFERENCES: 

DAMEN magazine 6 / 2018 

Damen Press Release  

www.amels-holland.com 

www.ladatcha.com 

IMO Polar Code 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The cruise market is a booming market. In 2019 

thirty million passengers are expected to cruise.  

In relation to 2015 this is an increase of 30 per 

cent and in relation to 2010, an increase by 57 

percent. 

To meet this increasing demand for cruise 

capacity, more and more cruise ships are also 

under construction or in order.  

From January 2019 up to 2027, in total 124 ocean-

going cruise ships will be delivered.  

Their passenger capacity ranges from 100 up to 

5,714 passengers. 

Main shipyards for the construction of cruise ships 

are Fincantieri (Italy), Meyer Werft (Germany), 

Meyer Turku (Finland) and Chantiers de 

l'Atlantique (France).  

Smaller and expedition cruise liners up to approx. 

600 passengers are under construction at yards 

like VARD (a Fincantieri company) in Norway, 

Brodosplit in Croatia and Kleven in Norway. 

A strong upcoming market is the Chinese cruise 

market; brand-new vessels are specially designed 

and equipped to enjoy the Chinese globe trotters.  

Technologically speaking, cruise ships are 

increasingly equipped with installations to limit the 

environmental impact, water and air pollution as 

much as possible.  

More and more cruise ships are going to sail on 

LNG gas instead of diesel oil. 

 

 

 

Other trends in cruising are:  

- travelling solo; more and more cruise liners 

have one-person cabins 

- cruising during the off-peak season 

- travelling to destinations that were 

previously out of reach, like the Galapagos 

Islands to Antarctica 

On following pages of this edition of e-maritime 

magazine I focus on cruise vessels: 

- ‘Costa Venezia’, ‘Costa Firenze’ and ‘Costa 

Smeralda’ of Costa Crociere SpA (brand of 

Carnival Corp.),  

- ‘MSC Bellissima’ of MSC Cruises S.A., and 

- ‘Nieuw Statendam’ of the Holland America 

Line (brand of Carnival Corp.) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDC4AFnBqNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDC4AFnBqNM
https://www.damen.com/en/news/2018/07/damen_lays_keel_for_77_metre_damen_seaxplorer_expedition_yacht
http://www.amels-holland.com/
http://www.ladatcha.com/
http://www.ladatcha.com/
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/polar/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com
http://www.amels-holland.com
http://www.ladatcha.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDC4AFnBqNM
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/watch?v=oDC4AFnBqNM 
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‘COSTA VENEZIA’ and ´COSTA FIRENZE´  

As a part of a huge investment program the Costa 

Group took delivery on 28th February 2019 of the 

cruise vessel ‘Costa Venezia’.  

The vessel was ordered from the Italian shipbuilder 

Fincantieri on 2nd April 2016, after a MoA was 

signed on 30th December 2015.  

The float-out ceremony of the ‘Costa Venezia’ took 

place on 22nd June 2018 at Fincantieri shipyard in 

Monfalcone. 

The ‘Costa Venezia’ is the first Costa ship built 

specifically for the Chinese market which marks a 

new era for the Chinese cruise industry as well as 

for both Costa Cruises and Fincantieri.  

Costa Cruises was the first cruise company to 

enter the local Chinese market in 2006. 

The vernissage cruise of ´Costa Venezia´ started 

from Trieste on 3rd March 2019, bound for Greece 

and Croatia, and sailing back to Trieste. 

On 8th March, the ship started her inaugural cruise 

from Trieste: a 53-day trip following the footsteps 

of Marco Polo through the Mediterranean to the 

Middle East, South East Asia and the Far East 

before docking in Tokyo.  

The vernissage and inaugural cruises were the only 

departures available to European and American 

guests wishing to enjoy their vacation on the new 

ship.  

From 18th May 2019, ‘Costa Venezia' is dedicated 

exclusively to Chinese guests, she is offering 

cruises in Asia departing from Shanghai.  

The sister ship of ´Costa Venezia´ which has been 

named ‘Costa Firenze’, will also be delivered by 

Fincantieri, from the Marghera shipyard, at the end 

of September 2020.  

Before being positioned in Asia to serve the 

Chinese market, ´Costa Firenze´ will stay a whole 

month in the Mediterranean, offering 5 cruises 

from Trieste and Savona.  

These will be followed, on 2nd November 2020, by 

a 51-day voyage from Savona to Hong Kong. 

‘Costa Firenze’ will be the 14th vessel built by 

Fincantieri for Costa Cruises, representing a total 

investment value of more than 6 billion Euros. 

By 2023, the Costa Group will have taken delivery 

of seven new cruise vessels. The next cruise liner 

which will have her debut is LNG-powered ‘Costa 

Smeralda’ (more information follows), presently 

under construction at the Finnish yard of Meyer 

Turku Oy. 

Her scheduled delivery time is October 2019. 

 

The ship was named in Trieste on 1st March 2019. 

The godmother of the “Costa Venezia’ was Gan 
Beiye and her family, big fans of Costa since the 

family started their first Costa Cruises journey in 

  
Costa Venezia 
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 COSTA VENEZIA COSTA FIRENZE 

Length o.a.          323.60 m          323.60 m 

Length b.p.p.          287.10 m          287.10 m 

Breadth mld.             37.20 m            37.20 m 

Scantling Draught              8.55 m               8.55 m 

Depth mld.            11.20 m            11.20 m 

Max Air draught              72.20m            72.20 m 

Gross tonnage 135,225.00 GT  135,500.00 GT approx. 

Flag State Italy  Italy  

Classed by Registro Italiano Navale (RINA) Registro Italiano Navale (RINA) 

Class Notation C+ Passenger ship MN pe AUT-UMS GREEN STAR 3 

INWATERSURVEY Service Restriction: unrestricted 

navigation 

C+ Passenger ship MN pe AUT-UMS GREEN STAR 3 

INWATERSURVEY Service Restriction: unrestricted 

navigation 

Shipyard Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali Italiani S. p. A. Monfalcone Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali Italiani S. p. A. Monfalcone 

Yard number 6271 6272 

Operator Costa Crociere SpA Costa Crociere SpA 

Owner Carnival Corp.  Carnival Corp. 
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MACHINERY 

The complete vessel is powered by five main diesel 

generator sets for power supply to systems like the 

propulsion, bow thrusters, galley equipment, 

heating and air-conditioning system. 

The main engines are: 

- Two diesel engines of make MAN B&W 

Diesel AG, type 14V48/60CR, each with a 

maximum continuous rating of 16,800 kW 

(22,841 BHP) at 514 rpm 

- Three diesel engines of make MAN B&W 

Diesel AG,, type 8L48/60CR, each with a 

maximum continuous rating of 9,600 kW 

(13,052 BHP) at 500 rpm 

So totally installed engine power is 62,400 kW 

(84,838 BHP) 

Propulsion is by two Azipods of make ABB, each 

driven by an electric motor of 16,500 kW running 

at 137 rpm.  

The azimuth units give the vessel a service speed 

of 18.0 knots (33.34 km/h)  

Manoeuvrability in harbour basins during mooring 

and unmooring operations is enhanced by three 

powerful bow thrusters, each of 2,500 kW (3,400 

BHP). 

ACCOMMODATION 

The cruise liner can accommodate 5,260 guests, 

served by 1,278 crew members and is the largest 

ship in Costa's fleet. 

ITALIAN EXPERIENCE 

Together with the sister ship ‘Costa Firenze’, the 

‘Costa Venezia’ will strengthen Costa's 

commitment in the emerging Chinese market.  

The ‘Costa Venezia’ will continue to deliver Costa 

Cruises authentic Italian experience.  

This is realized by: 

 The ship’s theatre is inspired by the famous 

‘Teatro La Fenice’ (The Phoenix), the 

famous opera house in Venice. 

 The Atrium is called ‘Plazza San Marco’ (St 

Mark's Square), the principal public square 

of Venice. 

 Restaurants dedicated to the typical 

architecture of Venetian alleys. 

 Two original ‘gondolas’, made by local 

artisans. 

 A party creating magic atmosphere of the 

famous ‘Carnival of Venice’.  

The Chinese passengers can also enjoy fine Italian 

dining, luxury Italian shopping and world-class 

Italian entertainment. 

The area dedicated to high-end shopping is 

enormous: two deck pavilions in Venetian style 

with approx. 745 m2 of high-quality clothing, 

jewellery and accessories (including Italian 

designers Salvatore Ferragamo, Bulgari and Max 

Mara, in line with the theme), as well as approx. 

232 m2 beauty retail space, the largest at sea - all 

adapted to Chinese buyers. 

Apart from the Venetian and Italian culture which 

will be brought to the guests and tailor made to 

their specific leisure and entertainment 

requirements, the Chinese guests can also enjoy 

their home comforts such as a range of Chinese 

cuisines and Chinese-style karaoke.  
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 COSTA VENEZIA COSTA FIRENZE 

Length o.a.          323.60 m          323.60 m 

Length b.p.p.          287.10 m          287.10 m 

Breadth mld.             37.20 m            37.20 m 

Scantling Draught              8.55 m               8.55 m 

Depth mld.            11.20 m            11.20 m 

Max Air draught              72.20m            72.20 m 

Gross tonnage 135,225.00 GT  135,500.00 GT approx. 

Flag State Italy  Italy  

Classed by Registro Italiano Navale (RINA) Registro Italiano Navale (RINA) 

Class Notation C+ Passenger ship MN pe AUT-UMS GREEN STAR 3 

INWATERSURVEY Service Restriction: unrestricted 

navigation 

C+ Passenger ship MN pe AUT-UMS GREEN STAR 3 

INWATERSURVEY Service Restriction: unrestricted 

navigation 

Shipyard Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali Italiani S. p. A. Monfalcone Fincantieri-Cantieri Navali Italiani S. p. A. Monfalcone 

Yard number 6271 6272 

Operator Costa Crociere SpA Costa Crociere SpA 

Owner Carnival Corp.  Carnival Corp. 
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MACHINERY 
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Mara, in line with the theme), as well as approx. 

232 m2 beauty retail space, the largest at sea - all 

adapted to Chinese buyers. 

Apart from the Venetian and Italian culture which 

will be brought to the guests and tailor made to 

their specific leisure and entertainment 

requirements, the Chinese guests can also enjoy 

their home comforts such as a range of Chinese 
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Costa Venezia: Yan Teppanyaki Restaurant Costa Venezia: Lounge Delle Stelle Costa Venezia: Gondola Lounge 

Costa Venezia: Gondola Lounge Costa Venezia: Canal Grande Restaurant 

Costa Venezia: Bellezza Spa 

Costa Venezia: Aft Pool 

Costa Firenze: Restaurant 
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Costa Smeralda 

´COSTA SMERALDA´ 

On 28th July 2015 Costa Crociere SpA announced 

an order to the Finnish shipbuilding company 

Meyer Turku Oy for the construction of two 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) powered cruise 

vessels.  

The Meyer Turku yard is fully owned by the 

German shipbuilder Meyer Werft GmbH of 

Papenburg, specialized in cruise ships and cruise 

ferries. 

The ‘Costa Smeralda’ will be the first LNG powered 

cruise ship in the Costa brand fleet and one of the 

first ones to sail the seas.  

The use of LNG will cut all small-particle and 

sulphur oxide emissions and significantly reduce 

nitrogen oxide and CO2 emissions of the ship. 

With LNG breakthrough in fuel technology, the 

‘Costa Smeralda’ represents a major innovation for 

the international market and an important step 

towards setting new standards for the entire sector 

and will make sustainable tourism a key part of 

Costa. 

A sister ship of the ‘Costa Smeralda’ is expected to 

be delivered June 2021; her name has not yet 

been released. 

Between Costa Crociere and the Meyer Turku yard 

there have been very intense design collaboration 

and the outcome is a really fresh and new design 

fused with the latest technology.  

The experience of the Meyer yards with the 

construction of LNG powered ships has been 

brought together in these Costa cruise ships, 

bringing all the ideas, creativity, technology and 

signature design to reality.  

The construction of the ship – Yard’s new building 

1394 - started officially on 13th September 2017 

with the steel cutting ceremony. 

On 15th March 2019 the ‘Costa Smeralda’ was 

floated out from the construction dry-dock and the 

outfitting phase in the LNG-powered ship’s 

construction started.  

Delivery of the vessel is expected in October 2019. 

After delivery she will set course to Hamburg, 

Germany with a 15-day vernissage cruise from 

Hamburg to Savona.  

In this Italian port city her naming ceremony will 

take place on 3rd November 2019.  

On 4th November 2019 she will sail from Savona for 

her six-day inaugural voyage to Barcelona, 

Marseille and Civitavecchia.  

Until April 2020, she will make 7-day itineraries in 

the Western Mediterranean including visits to 

Savona, Marseille, Barcelona, Palma de Mallorca, 

Civitavecchia and La Spezia. 

 

Float-out of  Costa Smeralda 
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↑ ↗ Float-out of  Costa Smeralda 

 COSTA SMERALDA 

Length o.a.        337.00 m 

Breadth mld.            42.00 m 

Depth mld.           12.10 m 

Draught max.             8.80 m 

Gross Tonnage 182,700.00 GT 

Flag State Italy 

Builder Meyer Turku Oy, Turku, Finland 

Yard number NB-1394 

Costa class  Helios class 

Delivery October 2019 

 

MACHINERY 

Electric power for main propulsion, bow thrusters, 

heating, ventilation and air-conditioning, galley 

equipment, laundry equipment, engine auxiliaries 

etc. is generated by four MaK main engines of type 

16M46DF with a total maximum continuous rating 

of 61,760 kW (83,968 BHP). 

Propulsion is by means of two electrically driven 

Azipods supplied by ABB, each fitted with an 

18,500 kW electric motor.  

The service speed of the ‘Costa Smeralda’ is 17 

knots (= 31.48 km/h). 

Furthermore the ship is equipped with four bow 

thrusters, each of 3,500 kW for steering assistance 

in narrow waterways, during docking and 

undocking, etc. 
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The Colosseo 

Spanish Steps 

ACCOMMODATION 

The ‘Costa Smeralda’ is provided with 2,612 

passenger cabins, including 26 suites, 106 

staterooms with terrace, 1,519 with balcony.  

In total 6,518 guests can be accommodated. 

All guests are served by 1,646 crewmembers. 

‘MADE IN ITALY’ DESIGN 

Costa has selected four leading design firms to 

create the interior spaces of the both new 

180,000-ton ships.  

Jeffrey Beers International, Dordoni Architetti, 

Partner Ship Design and Rockwell Group were 

selected for the unique challenge of creating state-

of-the-art interior design for a cruise ship.  

As Creative Director, the renowned designer Adam 

D. Tihany oversees the development of the design 

and branding of the new ships.  

The theme of the interiors is ‘Italy’s Finest’, which 

will be ´An authentic celebration of Italian design, 

culture and spirit´, said Tihany.   

Each deck is named after an Italian city, for 

example Palermo and Trieste.  

Decks are decorated with the colours and the 

geometric patterns of the city after which the deck 

is named.  

A new room category with 'terrace over the sea' 

features an annex where passengers can have 

breakfast, sip an aperitif or simply enjoy the sound 

of the waves. 

To create a real 'Made in Italy' interior design, the 

furniture (sofas and chairs, balcony furniture), 

lighting (including decorative lighting), fabrics and 

accessories on board of the ‘Costa Smeralda’ 

have been selected by 15 prominent Italian design 

companies. 

President Neil Paloma of Costa Cruises said ‘With 

this ship, we wanted to celebrate our country once 

again. From its design to the food and wine, 

everything on board ‘Costa Smeralda’ will reflect 

the best of Italy, a country that has always been a 

byword for hospitality and quality around the 

world.’  

The 'Costa Smeralda' also honours Italy with decks 

and public areas dedicated to famous places and 

squares.  

There will be the central triple deck high area 

called the Colosseo - named after the heart of 

ancient Rome and the Roman Empire – for shows 

and drinks and large piazzas (public squares) 

forward and aft. 

In the Colosseo, a new story will be told in each 

port and throughout the day by means of bright 

screens on the walls and the dome of the 

Colosseo. 

The square will be lined with lounges and bars 

where passengers can order a glass of Ferrari 

sparkling wine or a Campari and admire the sea 

through large glass walls. 
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 CoDe Museum 

 

Piazza di Spagna 

A large, three-deck stairway facing astern named 

Piazza di Spagna - named after the famous square 

in Rome downtown with the Spanish Steps and the 

French church Trinità dei Monti - will have an 

open-air balcony with a glass floor on the top deck. 

Here passengers will have the impression that they 

are flying over the sea. 

Passeggiata Volare 

This is the name of a walkway at 65 metres above 

the sea, presenting a grandiose panoramic view. 

Trastevere 

At the bow there is another piazza, named 

Trastevere. 

Beside shops and musical entertainment, there is 

also Il Bacaro, a Venice style bar and restaurant 

and also the Amarillo Ice Cream Shop. 

CoDe museum 

Another contribution to the ‘Made in Italy’ interior is 

the CoDe (Costa Design) museum, which will be 

curated by Matteo Vercelloni, an Italian architect. 

The 400 m2 exhibition will be dedicated to Italian 

design excellence and feature many of the names 

that have contributed to the ship's construction. 

Bars and restaurants 

On board of the ‘Costa Smeralda’ there are eleven 

restaurants, for example: 

 Teppanyaki 

 Pummid’Oro Pizzeria 

 The family restaurant “Tutti a tavola”, 

offering also many entertainment activities 

 Laboratorio Del Gusto (Taste Lab), where 

guests can prepare their own meals. 

As bars can be mentioned Ferrari Spumante 

Spazio Bollicine, Aperol Spritz Bar and Campari 

Bar. 

AMUSEMENT and RELAXATION 

Health and beauty 

Spa on board the ‘Costa Smeralda’ features a 

hammam (a traditional, Eastern bathhouse), 

thalassotherapy pool (using seawater for cosmetic 

and health treatment), sixteen treatment rooms 

and snow, salt and relaxation rooms, as well as a 

beauty salon. 

Swimming pools 

The vessel is fitted with four swimming pools; one 

swimming pool with a glass roof, two swimming 

pools especially for children and another pool with 

a reserved swimming lane. 

Other Activities 

The gym will be equipped with the latest 

Technogym sports equipment.  

There are also countless options such as a water 

park with slides, a theatre, disco, casino, jazz club, 

piano bar, games room and children's areas. 

 

 

Photos Courtesy of Costa Crociere SpA 
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MSC Bellissima ↖ ↑ MSC Meraviglia 

INTRODUCTION 

On 27th February 2019 the French yard Chantiers 

de l'Atlantique SA at St-Nazaire delivered officially 

its yard number F34 – the cruise vessel ‘MSC 

Bellissima’ - to her owners, MSC Cruises SA. 

The ‘MSC Bellissima’ is the second vessel in a 

series of four “Meraviglia Class” vessels.  

The first vessel of this class is the ‘MSC 

Meraviglia’, delivered in May 2017 and built as 

yard number E34 by Chantiers de l'Atlantique SA. 

The ‘MSC Bellissima’ is the fourth new cruise liner 

in two year time for MSC Cruises and she also 

becomes MSC Cruises’ brand new flagship. 

In terms of gross tonnage she is one of the largest 

cruise ships in the world after the four ‘Oasis-class’ 

cruise vessels of Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd., 

and the largest ever built by Chantiers de 

l'Atlantique SA. 

The ‘MSC Bellissima’ can accommodate 5,686 

passengers in cabins 2,217 cabins; the 

passengers are served by a crew of 1,536 

crewmembers. 

‘MSC Meraviglia’ and ‘MSC Bellissima’ with a 

combined total capacity of over 11,000 berths are 

the largest ships in the MSC Cruises global fleet. 

She has been designed to be able to access most 

of the world’s cruise ports. 

The hull of the ‘MSC Bellissima’ is fitted with a 

double bottom over the entire compartment length 

and with a bulbous bow. She has 19 decks. 
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KEY EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE VESSEL  

 

 

      1st June 2014 The vessel was ordered by MSC Cruises SA 

 

    11th November 2016 
The traditional Steel Cutting Ceremony of the ‘MSC Bellissima’ was held in the STX France 

shipyard in Saint Nazaire. The official construction of the second Meraviglia generation cruise 

ship began. The ship will be put into service in 2019. 

    15th November 2017 
Keel laying and coin ceremony 

The keel of the vessel was laid and two commemorative coins were placed in one of the ship 

blocks as a sign of blessing and happiness for the ship and her crew. 

    14th June 2018 Launching of the vessel. 

    27th February 2019 The vessel was officially delivered to the Owner and departed to Southampton, South-England. 

      2nd March 2019 

                                    Th ‘MSC Bellissima’ was christened by the Italian film actress and singer Sophia Loren with 

English television presenter, model and author Holly Willoughby, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

inductee and three-time Grammy Award-winner Nile Rodgers and his band Chic, and English 

singer / songwriter / rapper Craig David, on hand to entertain guests at the naming ceremony. 
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Float out 

 

THE MAIN DIMENSIONS OF THE ‘MSC BELLISSIMA’ 

Length o.a.   315.83 m 

Length b.p.p.   295.10 m 

Breadth o.a.         51.50 m 

Breadth mld.   43.00 m 

Draught     8.75 m 

Depth mld.   12.05 m 

Height from Keel to Mast  73.50 m 

Gross tonnage    171,598 GT 

Net tonnage    171,970 NT 

Flag State   Malta 

Classed by    Bureau Veritas 
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MACHINERY 

The complete vessel is powered by four main 

diesel generator sets for power supply to systems 

like the propulsion, bow thrusters, galley 

equipment, heating and air-conditioning system. 

The main engines are: 

- Two Wärtsilä diesel engines of type 

12V46C, each with a maximum continuous 

rating of 12,600 kW (17,131 BHP) at 600 

rpm 

- Two Wärtsilä diesel engines of type 

16V46C, each with a maximum continuous 

rating of 16,800 kW (22,841 BHP) at 600 

rpm 

So totally installed engine power is 67,200 kW 

(90116BHP). 

Propulsion is by two Azipods of make ABB, each 

driven by an electric motor of 20,000 kW (26,820 

BHP) running at 126 rpm.  

Class Notation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSC class        Meraviglia Class 

 

 

I HULL, MACH, Passenger ship 

SRTP, Unrestricted Navigation, 

EGCS-SCRUBBER, COMF-

NOISE-Pax 1, COMF-NOISE-

Crew 2, COMF-VIB-Pax 1, 

COMF-VIB-Crew 2, AUT-CCS 

(SS), AUT-PORT (SS), SYS-

NEQ (SS), BWT, CleanShip 

AWT NDO-2 days, REF-STORE 

(SS), ERS-S, INWATERSURVEY 
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KEY EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE VESSEL  

 

 

      1st June 2014 The vessel was ordered by MSC Cruises SA 

 

    11th November 2016 
The traditional Steel Cutting Ceremony of the ‘MSC Bellissima’ was held in the STX France 

shipyard in Saint Nazaire. The official construction of the second Meraviglia generation cruise 

ship began. The ship will be put into service in 2019. 

    15th November 2017 
Keel laying and coin ceremony 

The keel of the vessel was laid and two commemorative coins were placed in one of the ship 

blocks as a sign of blessing and happiness for the ship and her crew. 

    14th June 2018 Launching of the vessel. 

    27th February 2019 The vessel was officially delivered to the Owner and departed to Southampton, South-England. 

      2nd March 2019 

                                    Th ‘MSC Bellissima’ was christened by the Italian film actress and singer Sophia Loren with 

English television presenter, model and author Holly Willoughby, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

inductee and three-time Grammy Award-winner Nile Rodgers and his band Chic, and English 

singer / songwriter / rapper Craig David, on hand to entertain guests at the naming ceremony. 
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The azimuth units give the vessel a maximum 

speed of 23.15 knots (42.8 km/h); while the 

service speed is 22.1 knots (40.9 km/h).  

Her total fuel capacity is 3,300 m3. 

Manoeuvrability in harbour basins during mooring 

and unmooring operations is enhanced by four 

powerful bow thrusters, each of 3,300 kW (4425 

BHP) and two Azipods at the stern, azimuthing 

through 360°, 

To protect the environment a large number of 

equipment and innovative techniques have been 

introduced on board of the ‘MSC Bellissima’.  

For example the vessel is fitted with scrubbers, an 

exhaust gas cleaning system reducing the amount 

of sulphur oxides (SOx) in the diesel engines’ 

exhaust gases. 

These scrubbers are installed to comply with the 

requirements of MARPOL’s latest regulations. 

(MARPOL = International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution from Ships). 

Heat from the machinery spaces and the diesel 

alternators is recovered by a heat recovery system 

patented by Chantiers de l’Atlantique for the HVAC 

systems; heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 

systems and the swimming pools. In this way 

hundreds of tons of fuel per year are saved.  

Thanks to this system, carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emission is reduced. 

Furthermore, the marine environment has also 

been considered; an advanced wastewater 

treatment system has been installed. 

Significant energy saving on board is realized with, 

among other things, LED-lighting and smart 

devices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑  Delivery Ceremony 

↑ Naming Ceremony 
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ACCOMMODATION FACILITIES 

A wide variety of accommodation facilities is 

available on board; reaching from a single inside 

cabin of approx. 12 m² to a very luxury MSC Yacht 

Club Royal Suite.  

This Royal Suite is has an area of approx. 56 m² 

with a large balcony and a dining table with a 

private whirlpool bath.  

Other features of this Suite are a bathroom with 

bath and shower, a refrigerator and a Nespresso. 

All available accommodation options: 

- MSC Yacht Club Royal Suite – 56 m² with a 

large balcony with a private whirlpool bath. 

- MSC Yacht Club Deluxe Suite - approx. 24 to 

28 m² with balcony. 

- MSC Yacht Club Inside Suite - approx. 16 m². 

- Duplex Suite - A cabin on two decks; on the 

lower deck an open living with a sofa which 

can be converted into a double bed.  

On the upper deck a bedroom with a double 

bed, which can be converted as single or 

double. Spacious balcony with a hot tub. 

Surface of 59 m². 

- Suite with balcony - approx. 27 m² to 39 m². 

- Cabins for families – these cabins 

accommodate up to ten people and are 

created by combining two adjacent cabins, 

each with its own bathroom. 

- Balcony cabin - approx. 12 to 22 m². 

- Cabin Ocean View - approx. 15 to 22 m². 

- Inside cabin - approx. 12 to 22 m². 

- Single inside cabin - approx. 12.2 m². 

‘MSC Bellissima’ is also equipped with advanced 

guest technology. She is the first MSC Cruises ship 

to feature ZOE, the world’s first virtual personal 

cruise assistant; a digital innovation programme 

offering the latest technology to enhance 

passenger services at sea. 

Zoe can speak seven languages and answer over 

800 of the most commonly asked questions – with 

thousands of different variants of each query – 

providing information about on-board services, 

suggestions for activities, and even help in booking 

a specific service. 

The voice-enabled virtual personal assistant can 

be found in every cabin. 

 

 

MSC Yacht Club Suite with ZOE 

RESTAURANTS AND BARS 

‘MSC Bellissima’ has a rich selection of restaurants 

and bars; there are no fewer than 20 bars and 12 

dining venues from which passengers can choose. 

For example, there are the following specialty 

restaurants: 

- The HOLA! Tapas Bar from twice Michelin-

starred Chef Ramón Freixa 

- l'Atelier Bistrot, a French specialty 

restaurant 

- The Butcher's Cut, an American-style 

Steakhouse 

- The Japanese Kaito Teppanyaki Restaurant 

and Sushi Bar offers the modern East-West 

cooking style of Japanese cuisine 

- The Jean-Philippe Chocolat & Café and 

Jean-Philippe Crêpes & Gelato a 

chocolatier from the award-winning pastry 

chef and chocolatier Jean-Philippe Maury. 

Here passengers can create customised 

chocolate bars on electronic tablets. 

Main Restaurants 

The menu in the Main restaurants is different every 

day. The award-winning Spanish chef Ramón 

Freixa and the German master chef Harald 

Wohlfahrt, as well as other international chefs, 

develop exclusive menus featuring Mediterranean 

and international specialties. 

Buffet 

For 20 hours a day the passengers are welcome in 

the Buffet where guests can see how the chefs 

prepare the dishes and where is an extensive 
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choice of all kinds of international dishes, healthy 

choices and many other flavours. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Another debut on the ‘MSC Bellissima’ are two 

new exclusive Cirque du Soleil at Sea shows up to 

six nights a week, called ‘Syma’ and ‘Varelia’. 

‘Syma’ (Sail beyond Imagination) is a journey of a 

young sailor and shows immersive video images, 

an original set design, special lighting and 

acrobatic feats.  

‘Varelia’ is a futuristic twist on a traditional medieval 

tale. The show includes acrobatic feats, a laser 

show and a unique set design. 

For this purpose and entirely according to the 

needs of Cirque du Soleil a Carousel Lounge with 

400 persons capacity was designed, provided with 

high-technology.  

Galleria Bellissima 

Boutiques, restaurants and tranquil spots can be 

found in the ship’s 96 metres long Galleria 

Bellissima central promenade, a nice place for 

shopping, eating, relaxing and socialising. The 

Galleria is in Mediterranean-style and is two-deck 

high. 

Even nicer is the giant 80m long LED sky that 

covers the ceiling of the inside promenade.  

The screen transmits visual magic 24 hours a day: 

an atmospheric digital sky that animates the whole 

area from above with inspiring vistas, sunrises, 

sunsets and starry night skies, as well as 

mesmerising shows three times a day. 

 

 

 

Atmosphere pool 

With around 10 m2 of public space per guest, 

poolside space on ‘MSC Bellissima’ is some of the 

most plentiful to be found at sea. Beautiful lighting, 

a giant screen and atmospheric design make the 

main pool area even more alluring after dark. 

Horizon pool 

The Horizon pool provides more open-air deck 

space for sun worshippers during the daylight 

hours. During the night, the area will be 

transformed into an outdoor spot for dancing and 

entertainment. 

Slides and Pools 

The passengers can enjoy themselves with three 

twisting slides, a ‘Himalayan Bridge’ and a range of 

pools in the Arizona Aquapark. 

Games, quizzes and talent contest 

This form of entertainment can be found in a high-

tech TV studio and bar consisting of a radio 

broadcast suite and a TV studio broadcasting live 

games, quizzes and talent contests. 

During the day the guests can also play sports 

and games in an amusement park, called 

Sportplex. Entertainment facilities for children and 

teenagers include: 

- Two Formula 1 virtual-reality racing cars 

with simulators 

- A large bowling alley 

- For the youngest children, a baby club for 

children aged up to three years 

- A mini and juniors club for children aged 

between 3 and 11 years old 

- Clubs for teenagers. 

 

Galleria Bellissima 

Atmosphere pool 

All Photos Courtesy of MSC Cruises 
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Figure 1: First block laying Figure 2: First block laying Figure 3: MSC Bellissima in the mounting dock 

Figure 4: MSC Bellissima in the mounting dock Figure 5: Arrival in the deep dock Figure 6: Bottom block laying 
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Figure 1: First block laying Figure 2: First block laying Figure 3: MSC Bellissima in the mounting dock 

Figure 4: MSC Bellissima in the mounting dock Figure 5: Arrival in the deep dock Figure 6: Bottom block laying 
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Figures 7 – 9: Bottom block laying 

Figures 10 – 12: Block laying under the funnnels 
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Figures 13 – 15: Bulbous bow laying 

 

Figures 16 - 18: Aft block laying 
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Figures 7 – 9: Bottom block laying 

Figures 10 – 12: Block laying under the funnnels 
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Figures 13 – 15: Bulbous bow laying 

 

Figures 16 - 18: Aft block laying 
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Figures 19 - 21: Stem laying 

  

 

Figure 23: Bridge Laying 

 

Figure 22: Stem laying 

Photos Bernard Biger 

Courtesy of Chantiers de l´Atlantique 
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Figure 22: Stem laying 
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Courtesy of Chantiers de l´Atlantique 
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Official Naming with Oprah Winfrey as godmother 

INTRODUCTION 

On 1st December  2018 the Italian shipbuilder 

Fincantieri delivered another brand new vessel to 

the Holland America Line since the first vessel 

called ‘Statendam’ was delivered in 1993.  

The brand-new vessel is the Nieuw Statendam and 

she is the second cruise vessel of the Holland 

America Line’s ‘Pinnacle’ class.  

Her official naming took place early this year, with 

Oprah Winfrey serving as godmother.  

The Nieuw Statendam is a sister ship of the 

Koningsdam, which entered service on 8th April 

2016, and she is the 6th vessel to bear the name 

Statendam in the Holland America Line’s history.  

The first Statendam was launched in 1898 and was 

just 10,491 GT. She served the fleet until 1911. 

The second Statendam was built in the 1910s for 

Holland America Line but was sold to White Star 

Line as Justicia before she entered service. The 

next Statendam served the line from 1929 until 

1940. In 1957 the fourth Statendam was launched. 

She was christened by an 18-year-old Dutch 

Crown Princess Beatrix who would later become 

Queen. On 7th January 1958 the ship made the 

first world cruise in the Holland America Line’s 

history, which lasted 110 days.  

Statendam remained in the fleet until 1982, when 

she was sold to Paquet Cruises. The fifth ship to 

carry the name Statendam was launched in 1993 

and served the line until 2015, when she was 

transferred to sister cruise line P&O Cruises 

Australia where she sails today as Pacific Eden. 

By combining the Dutch word for new “NIEUW” 

with the classic ‘Statendam’, the Holland America 

Line wants to celebrate the combination of the 

past, the present and the future of the company. 

The 99,902 GT cruise liner can accommodate 

2,666 (lower beds) guests in 1,339 cabins with 

about 70 percent featuring private balconies.  

The Koningsdam and Nieuw Statendam feature 

first purpose-built staterooms for families and solo 

travellers.  

The number of guests on the Nieuw Statendam is 

sixteen more than on the Koningsdam. 

The vessel is built with a double bottom over the 

entire length, is fitted with a bulbous bow and has 

17 decks. 

With the Pinnacle Class, the Holland America Line 

introduced a new style of cruising, focussed on 

explorers, foodies and music lovers. 

 

Nieuw Statendam during Sea Trials in 2018 
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Sea Trials 

SPECIFICATION  

ShipRight SERS: Ship Emergency Response 

procedure, which reflects the Ship owner’s 

awareness of the need for immediate operational 

guidance in the event of a ship emergency.  

This comes in compliance with MARPOL and OPA 

requirements. 

- IMO Standard: PSPC-WATER BALLAST 

TANKS; Performance Standard for 

Protective Coatings for Dedicated 

Seawater Ballast Tanks in all Types of 

Ships.  

- IHM (Green Passport) Certificate: Inventory 

of Hazardous Materials 

The Nieuw Statendam is a diesel electric vessel, 

which means that all main and auxiliary equipment, 

like propulsion, bow thrusters, heating-, ventilation 

and air-conditioning systems, galley and pantry 

equipment are powered by a number of main 

generators. 

The vessel is powered by four 4-stroke diesel 

engines MaK, type 12M43C with a total output of 

50,400 kW (68,524 BHP) at 514 rpm. 

Each diesel engine is driving a 12,272 kW 11,000 

Volt AC generator. 

For emergency purposes, the Nieuw Statendam is 

fitted with emergency generator set driven by a 

Caterpillar diesel engine, type C32 with an output 

of 1,650 kW. 

Propulsion is by the latest generation ABB Azipod 

XO electric propeller systems, including two 

Azipod thrusters, each driven by a 14,000 kW 

electric motor. 

Each Azipod is fitted with a propeller with five 

blades and the propeller speed / thrust is 

controlled by frequency controlled converters 

(variable speed drive). 

ABB has also delivered the generators, main 

switchboards, remote monitoring systems and 

distribution transformers. 

The electric plant was designed and delivered by 

Schneider Electric. 

For manoeuvring in harbours, alongside quays, 

etc. the vessel is fitted with three electrically driven 

Wärtsilä bow thrusters, each with an output of 

2,200 kW. 

To protect the air and water quality as much as 

possible from harmful materials and organism, 

various equipments are installed on board of the 

vessel, like:  

- An OceanGuard Ballast Water Treatment 

System manufactured by Headway 

Technology Co. Ltd. to limit the spread or 

exotic animal species to other continents. 

- The installation of two reverse osmosis 

plants for the production of drinking water 

from seawater.  

Each plant has a capacity of 500 m3 per 

day. The plants were supplied by Case 

Marine & Industrial in Seattle. 

- Also for the production of drinking water 

from seawater, two evaporators supplied 

by Wärtsilä Serck Como were installed, 

each can produce 650m3 of freshwater per 

day. 
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Holland America Line but was sold to White Star 

Line as Justicia before she entered service. The 

next Statendam served the line from 1929 until 

1940. In 1957 the fourth Statendam was launched. 

She was christened by an 18-year-old Dutch 

Crown Princess Beatrix who would later become 

Queen. On 7th January 1958 the ship made the 

first world cruise in the Holland America Line’s 

history, which lasted 110 days.  

Statendam remained in the fleet until 1982, when 

she was sold to Paquet Cruises. The fifth ship to 

carry the name Statendam was launched in 1993 

and served the line until 2015, when she was 

transferred to sister cruise line P&O Cruises 

Australia where she sails today as Pacific Eden. 

By combining the Dutch word for new “NIEUW” 

with the classic ‘Statendam’, the Holland America 

Line wants to celebrate the combination of the 

past, the present and the future of the company. 

The 99,902 GT cruise liner can accommodate 

2,666 (lower beds) guests in 1,339 cabins with 

about 70 percent featuring private balconies.  

The Koningsdam and Nieuw Statendam feature 

first purpose-built staterooms for families and solo 

travellers.  

The number of guests on the Nieuw Statendam is 

sixteen more than on the Koningsdam. 

The vessel is built with a double bottom over the 

entire length, is fitted with a bulbous bow and has 

17 decks. 

With the Pinnacle Class, the Holland America Line 

introduced a new style of cruising, focussed on 

explorers, foodies and music lovers. 

 

Nieuw Statendam during Sea Trials in 2018 
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Sea Trials 

SPECIFICATION  

ShipRight SERS: Ship Emergency Response 

procedure, which reflects the Ship owner’s 

awareness of the need for immediate operational 

guidance in the event of a ship emergency.  

This comes in compliance with MARPOL and OPA 

requirements. 

- IMO Standard: PSPC-WATER BALLAST 

TANKS; Performance Standard for 

Protective Coatings for Dedicated 

Seawater Ballast Tanks in all Types of 

Ships.  

- IHM (Green Passport) Certificate: Inventory 

of Hazardous Materials 

The Nieuw Statendam is a diesel electric vessel, 

which means that all main and auxiliary equipment, 

like propulsion, bow thrusters, heating-, ventilation 

and air-conditioning systems, galley and pantry 

equipment are powered by a number of main 

generators. 

The vessel is powered by four 4-stroke diesel 

engines MaK, type 12M43C with a total output of 

50,400 kW (68,524 BHP) at 514 rpm. 

Each diesel engine is driving a 12,272 kW 11,000 

Volt AC generator. 

For emergency purposes, the Nieuw Statendam is 

fitted with emergency generator set driven by a 

Caterpillar diesel engine, type C32 with an output 

of 1,650 kW. 

Propulsion is by the latest generation ABB Azipod 

XO electric propeller systems, including two 

Azipod thrusters, each driven by a 14,000 kW 

electric motor. 

Each Azipod is fitted with a propeller with five 

blades and the propeller speed / thrust is 

controlled by frequency controlled converters 

(variable speed drive). 

ABB has also delivered the generators, main 

switchboards, remote monitoring systems and 

distribution transformers. 

The electric plant was designed and delivered by 

Schneider Electric. 

For manoeuvring in harbours, alongside quays, 

etc. the vessel is fitted with three electrically driven 

Wärtsilä bow thrusters, each with an output of 

2,200 kW. 

To protect the air and water quality as much as 

possible from harmful materials and organism, 

various equipments are installed on board of the 

vessel, like:  

- An OceanGuard Ballast Water Treatment 

System manufactured by Headway 

Technology Co. Ltd. to limit the spread or 

exotic animal species to other continents. 

- The installation of two reverse osmosis 

plants for the production of drinking water 

from seawater.  

Each plant has a capacity of 500 m3 per 

day. The plants were supplied by Case 

Marine & Industrial in Seattle. 

- Also for the production of drinking water 

from seawater, two evaporators supplied 

by Wärtsilä Serck Como were installed, 

each can produce 650m3 of freshwater per 

day. 
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MAIN DIMENSIONS 

Length o.a.    

Length b.p.p.    

Breadth mld.      

Depth mld. to Main Deck    

Draught        

Gross Tonnage         

Net Tonnage                      

Service speed    

Maximum speed   

Classification Society   

Class Notation   

      299.90m 

      268.35m 

        35.00m 

        10.81m 

          8.30m 

99,902.00GT 

68,084.00NT 

       18.00 knots 

       23.19 knots 

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 

+100 A1 Passenger ship:  

ShipRight (SDA, CM, ACS(B)):  

*IWS, +LMC, CCS 

 

- Another environmentally friendly installation 

is a black and grey water treatment system 

in accordance with the stricter Special 

Area regulation of MEPC 227 (64), 

provided by Wärtsilä Water Systems. 

Depending on how the plant is configured, 

black and grey water can be treated or, 

when in an area of strict regulation such as 

the Baltic Sea, just grey water, leaving the 

black water to be discharged shore side. 

The sewage treatment installation is 

combined with an Evac vacuum system. 

- To reduce waste on board, one incinerator 

supplied by Evac Germany GmbH 

(Deerberg-Systems GmbH) has been 

installed. 

- Open loop exhaust gas cleaning systems 

have been installed on two of the four main 

engines. (Scrubbers AAQS to advance air). 

In addition to the environmentally friendly 

installation, attention has been paid to fuel and 

energy saving measures such as: 

- External glazing and windows have a U 

Value not exceeding 1.1W/m²K. The 

windows were supplied by the Dutch 

company ‘Het Anker’. 

- The galley equipment has been provided 

with more ceramic hot plates instead of 

those with a traditional heating element. 

- The use of air-conditioning fan coils in 

public spaces and cabins. 

- Extensive use of variable frequency drivers 

in significant users such as HVAC chillers, 

which optimise energy consumption based 

on the real-time demand of users. 

Among others, the Nieuw Statendam is provided 

with the following safety features: 

- A HI-FOG fire protection system of Marioff 

Corporation 

- 14 lifeboats, each with a capacity of 150 

persons  

- 6 tender boats, also with a lifesaving 

capacity of 150 persons each 

- The lifeboats and tender boats are supplied 

by Hatecke GmbH and they are served by 

davits, fabricated by Navalimpianti 

- In addition there are also two life/rescue 

boats with a capacity of 120 persons 

- Viking Life-Saving Equipment provided 62 

life rafts, each with a capacity of 35 

persons. 
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Stateroom with a balcony 

ACCOMMODATION  

On board of the Pinnacle Class there are several 

options when selecting a stateroom (cabin). 

Available are luxurious suites, cabins with a 

balcony, cabins with windows or ocean view, 

interior cabins and the much demanded cabins for 

cruise passengers who travel alone. 

All staterooms are provided with a Queen size 

Dream Mariner bed with Euro-Top mattress. This 

bed can also be separated and converted into two 

single beds.  

Of all staterooms approx. 70 percent is provided 

with a balcony.  

These staterooms have a sofa, sometimes a sofa 

bed, a refrigerator with a minibar, a large flat TV 

with a good selection of free movies, news 

channels and sports.  

Each stateroom has a spacious bathroom with a 

shower with glass partition.  

The cabins with window or ocean view are very 

nice for families as they can accommodate up to 

four persons.  

The sleeping accommodation is created by the 

sofa, which becomes a single bed and a pull-out 

bed.  

Up to five passengers can be accommodated in 

the Family Ocean View cabins, provided with two 

bathrooms. 

Suites are on Deck 11 (Sun Deck) and available in 

four categories, including Vista, Signature, 

Neptune and the most luxurious Pinnacle suite.  

All these suites have access to a private lounge 

and the new The Orange Club. 

CULINARY 

You can dine in various ways on the Nieuw 

Statendam.  

- The Pinnacle Grill is a North American 

speciality restaurant, offering a variety and 

high quality of its menu with a unique 

selection of meats. A surcharge is required 

for the Pinnacle Grill. The Pinnacle Grill is 

on Deck 2 - Plaza Deck. 

- In the Canaletto restaurant it is possible to 

taste the authentic delights of Italian 

cuisine.  

The restaurant is located on the Lido Deck 

and part of the Lido Market. Per person a 

surcharge of $15.00 is applicable. 

- A simple meal can be found at the Lido 

Market buffet restaurant, which is divided 

into several sections to reduce the queues. 

It is busy there during breakfast and lunch 

time, however, tables and chairs are 

always available on the terrace of the Lido 

Deck.  

- For lovers of the exotic Asian cuisine, there 

is the Tamarind, the oriental fusion 

restaurant, where its sophisticated 

selection of Asian dishes is particularly 

appealing.  

Here is the option of eating on an outdoor 

terrace enjoying not only the food but also 

the views and unique atmosphere. The 

restaurant is on Deck 10 - Panorama Deck. 

Extra cost: $25.00 per guest. 

- The popular Nami Sushi restaurant at the 

same extra cost as the Tamarind 

restaurant and on the same deck. 

- For Italian salads and pizzas you have to go 

to New York Deli & Pizza on the Lido 

Balcony on Deck 10 - Panorama Deck. 

Here you can also taste the hamburger of 

the Dive-In and the Hot dog-bar.  
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MAIN DIMENSIONS 
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and part of the Lido Market. Per person a 

surcharge of $15.00 is applicable. 

- A simple meal can be found at the Lido 

Market buffet restaurant, which is divided 

into several sections to reduce the queues. 

It is busy there during breakfast and lunch 

time, however, tables and chairs are 
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restaurant, where its sophisticated 

selection of Asian dishes is particularly 
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Here is the option of eating on an outdoor 
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Extra cost: $25.00 per guest. 

- The popular Nami Sushi restaurant at the 

same extra cost as the Tamarind 

restaurant and on the same deck. 

- For Italian salads and pizzas you have to go 

to New York Deli & Pizza on the Lido 
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The Dining Room on Plaza Deck and Promenade Deck 

 
Gelato 

 
Grand Dutch Cafe 

The versatile Dining Room is situated on Deck 2 - 

Plaza Deck and Deck 3 - Promenade Deck for 

breakfast, lunch or dinner.  

The Dining Room is framed by views of the sea. 

Strong, curved architectural pillars accentuate the 

high ceiling.  

The centrepiece is a curved copper sheath 

surrounding a two-story wine tower. 

- On Deck 3 - Promenade Deck is a French 

restaurant, called Sel de Mer for a à la 

carte dinner 

- For cruises of more than 8 nights, you can 

spend an evening with the Culinary 

Council, where you can dine and share 

your passion for cooking with five world-

famous chefs. 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT 

In several public spaces of the Nieuw Statendam 

and the Koningsdam live music of high-quality is 

presented. 

The innovative Music Walk on the Nieuw 

Statendam and other Holland America Line cruise 

liners offers a variety of musical experiences and 

genres to create a live experience unlike any other 

at sea, such as the B. B. King Blues Club, the 

Lincoln Center Stage and the Billboard Onboard. 

B. B. King´s Blues Club offers live entertainment 

five nights a week performed by world-class 

musicians from the B. B. King Blues Club Band.  

Each ship’s Queen’s Lounge features a special 

stage resembling a Memphis nightclub, as well as 

specialty cocktails from the land-based clubs. 

Lincoln Center Stage in an exclusive partnership 

with the world's leading center for the performing 

arts showcases outstanding musicians performing 

multiple programs of chamber music each evening, 

as well as afternoon recitals during leisurely days at 

sea. 

Fifty years of chart-topping hits rock the house as 

live musicians -- including two pianists, a guitarist 

and a DJ -- play music guests know and love: It's all 

part of Billboard Onboard, an interactive 

experience made possible by a partnership with 

Billboard, the leading global destination for charts, 

news, trends and innovation in music. 

A new classic rock club developed in partnership 

with Rolling Stone, the world’s leading authority in 

music - Rolling Stone Rock Room - lets cruisers 
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↑ ↗ Atrium  

https://www.youtub

e.com/watch?v=P-

CmQSm8ecc 

All Photos Courtesy of Holland America Line 

step into a unique experience as a live band 

chronicles rock history as they kick out iconic hits 

by favourite rock stars. 

On board of the Nieuw Statendam pieces of art, 

made by young artists with a total value of about 

four million Dollars can also be found, with music 

being the main theme of most of the original pieces 

of art.   

A special printed guide of the art route is available 

at the reception.   

Some decks are named after famous composers, 

such as Beethoven (Deck 4), Gerswin (Deck 5), 

Mozart (Deck 6) and Schubert (Deck 7). 

In addition to music, there are many other 

relaxation options on board of the Nieuw 

Statendam; the Lido Pool and the Sea View Pool, a 

Greenhouse Spa and Salon, a Hydro Pool as well 

as a Fitness Center, all located at Deck 9 - Lido 

Deck.   

A sport court for basketball and volleyball as well 

as a jogging track are on Deck 11 - Sun Deck. 

The Art Gallery, Luxury shops and the Photo Shop 

Video: Sea Trials in 2018 

 

can be found on Deck 3 - Promenade Deck.  

In the Microsoft Studio, you can learn how to edit 

holiday photos and videos.  

Various shows can be seen on the World Stage in 

Showroom at Sea.  

On Deck 10 - Panorama Deck there is Club HAL 

where children between 3 and 17 years can enjoy 

themselves with organised activities.  

For young people from 13 years, there is The Loft. 
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Deck Plan of ´Nieuw Statendam´
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SHIPYARDS AND MARITIME INDUSTRY     

IN TURKEY 
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INTRODUCTION 

Shipbuilding in Turkey has evolved from an old 

traditional activity in Anatolia to an internationally 

recognised industry.  

Turkish shipyards have a tradition spanning eight 

centuries.  

The shipyards were able to build large, powerful 

naval vessels, and yards continued their 

modernisation following the foundation of the 

Republic of Turkey.  

After 1983, yards began to move from Haliç 

İstanbul (Golden Horn) to the Tuzla Shipyards 

Region.  

At the same time they completed their 

infrastructure investments to comply with 

advancing shipbuilding technology and to perform 

shipbuilding and repair works simultaneously. 

While Turkish yards have traditionally specialised in 

yachts and smaller commercial vessels, in recent 

years they have significantly increased their 

capabilities and competitiveness in the 

construction of larger ships.  

As a consequence, there are now yards that are 

capable of building a wide range of commercial 

vessels, such as petroleum and product tankers, 

heavy freighters and multipurpose container ships.  

In addition the yards can produce other niche 

market vessels, such as fishing boats, research 

vessels, tugs, mega yachts, supply vessels and 

offshore boats. 

Turkish modern, quality certified shipyards can also 

design and build ships, yachts, mega-yachts, and 

sailing boats, as well as carrying out extensive 

repair and conversion works.  

The shipyards are mainly located in the Marmara 

Region, namely Tuzla, Yalova, and İzmit (see the 

map below), which have developed into dynamic 

shipbuilding centres.  

Other companies within the maritime industry can 

offer wide range of services: transportation, 

vessels and equipment used for construction to 

assist in infrastructure projects, shipping etc. 

 

Source: mapy.cz 
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MY VISIT TO TURKEY 

In May 2019 I visited Turkey. Apart from visiting 

bridges in connection with our other magazine 

e-mosty (the Osmangazi and Yavuz Sultan 

Selim Bridges and construction of the 1915 

Çanakkale Suspension Bridge – relevant 

articles on design, construction, operation and 

maintenance can be found on www.e-

mosty.cz), I also visited some shipyards and 

companies involved in the maritime industry and 

bridge construction. 

Short presentations of some of the companies 

follow.  

For this issue of e-maritime magazine Cemre 

Shipyard has prepared an article about their 

vessel NB57 SOV ´Wind of Change´. 

For e-mosty magazine September 2019 Gemak 

is preparing an article about their involvement in 

bridge construction, and Aras Marine about 

their MUM Equipment. 

e-maritime magazine March 2020: Shipyards 

and Maritime Industry in Turkey 

I am happy that all companies I visited agreed 

on possible further cooperation with both our 

magazines (e-maritime and e-mosty).  

Based on that, we have decided to publish a 

specialised edition of our magazine e-maritime 

March 2020: Shipyards and Maritime Industry in 

Turkey.  

(Other, bridge-related articles will be published 

in the magazine e-mosty). 

Let us invite other shipyards and companies in 

Turkey involved in the maritime industry to 

participate in preparation of this specialized 

issue.  

You are welcome to share your achievements 

and prepare a technical article about them.  

e-maritime March 2020 can cover all kind of 

vessels, maritime equipment, ports, docks, 

jetties and piers, with focus on their design, 

construction, operation and maintenance.  

We can also include photos, videos, plans and 

relevant links as the format of the magazine fully 

enables it. 

Deadline for submission of your drafts is 30 

January 2020.  

The magazine will be released on 30 March 

2020 on www.e-maritime.cz, with open access. 

                               

 

Shipyards and Maritime Industry                       

in Turkey  

 

Drafts by 30 January 

Release 30 March 

 

 
March 2020 

 

For more information and detailed arrangement 

please contact me at my e-mail or you can send 

me a message via LinkedIn. 
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Pdf presentation of the company: 

  

GEMAK 

Gemak was established in 1969 as a small yard in 

the Bosphorus, Istanbul.  

Gemak Group now stands out in Turkey and 

around the world for its wide range of skills and 

technical expertise. 

Gemak has the vision to be the best in class and 

preferred partner on worldwide basis for 

demanding projects on steel fabrication industry, 

marine and offshore vessel building, marine 

conversion projects, marine vessels repair and 

maintenance. 

Gemak Group consists of Gemak Tuzla Shipyard 

(established in 1969), Gemak TGE Shipyard 

(acquired in 2000), Gemak Neta Factory 

(established in 2008) and Gemak Altınova 

Shipyard (established in 2013) totally on 

336.000m2. 

The milestones in Gemak’s history are linked 

inseparably to projects which is not only financially 

a factor of innovation, change and foresight, the 

levers that contribute to expanding frontiers and 

creating progress for the company. 

50 years of experience in engineering solutions, 

Gemak is proud of being in service to over 2.800 

ship owners and managers.  

The group continues to provide services for dry-

docking, ship repair & conversion, offshore – oil & 

gas and new ship building as the one of the most 

competitive shipyard in the Mediterranean. 

The Group has been profiled as a leading 

fabricator of high quality large steel constructions 

in the wider region with its advanced infrastructure 

by building steel shafts for the Osmangazi Bridge 

and by fabrication of steel decks for the Yavuz 

Sultan Selim Bridge, see picture below. 

The Group strives to bring benefit to its clients by 

combining strengths generated by involvement in 

these main activites. 

Gemak employs nearly 3.000 people of which 170 

are engineers. Gemak engineering professionals 

are multi-disciplined and each is experienced in 

many product lines. 

 

http://www.e-mosty.cz/
http://www.e-mosty.cz/
http://www.e-maritime.cz/
mailto:mailto:info@professional-english.cz
https://www.linkedin.com/in/magdal%C3%A9na-sobotkov%C3%A1-960aaa10a/
http://www.emosty.cz
http://www.emosty.cz
http://www.e-maritime.cz
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https://www.gemak.com/Default2.aspx
https://e-maritime.cz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Gemak-presentation-SON.pdf
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↖↑↗ Cemre Shipyard I 

CEMRE SHIPYARD 

Cemre Shipyard, with modern facilities, is one of 

the leading new building shipyards located in 

Turkey.  

Considering the interest in diversity, Cemre has the 

ability to build different types of vessels as fishing, 

offshore and passenger.  

These highly technologic, eco-friendly and, 

innovative projects need flexibility and intense 

care; besides that, tailor-made projects like these 

ones are among the distinguishing reasons of 

Cemre’ s success.  

Cemre Shipyard has 3 slipways which enable to 

build 8 to 12 vessels at the same time according to 

their sizes; in other words, 8 vessels can be and 

are delivered annually. Investments never end 

here.  

Second Shipyard area has an equipped closed 

area that improves the quality and capacity of steel 

processing.  

From the beginning till now all of the delivered and 

ordered vessels are exported and are built for 

European customers such as Norway, Iceland, 

United Kingdom, France, Ireland, Belgium, 

Denmark, etc.  

As a consequence, Cemre Shipyard is at the top 

exporters of Turkey list; and with this responsibility, 

Cemre works harder for a sustainable organization. 

 
↑   Cemre Shipyard II 
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Pdf presentation of the company: 

ARAS MARINE 

Since its foundation in 1995, ARAS Group 

Companies has been serving in national and 

international waters to various world class Clients 

in marine construction and offshore sectors with its 

reliable management, experienced staff, expert 

divers, powerful fleet and technological underwater 

equipment.  

Shortly after its establishment in Istanbul, ARAS 

extended its presence in several other countries in 

Europe, Middle East and Africa. 

“Future of a company may only be secured with its 

adaptation capability to global market, and time of 

reaction to the requirements of fast evolving 

demands.” Today, ARAS Group continues its 

services and strengthens its presence in eight 

countries, with total manpower of approximately 

500 people. 

In salvage tug management and marine 

construction ARAS Marine is one of Turkey's 

leading private sector companies. 

 

The company has ISO 9001: 2015 Quality 

Management System, OHSAS 18001: 2007 

Occupational Health and Safety Management 

System and ISO 14001: 2015 Environmental 

Management System Certificate and International 

Ship Rescue Association (ISU, International 

Salvage Union) in London. 

In addition to being a full member, it has been im-

plementing International Safety Manage-

ment System since 2002 and International Ship 

and Port Facility Security (ISPS) (International Ship 

and Port Facility Security Code) (ISM) since 2004. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cemreshipyard.com/en
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https://e-maritime.cz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/ARAS-CATALOGUE.pdf
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INTRODUCTION 

Accession to the Windmill Market in 2014 was 

another milestone in the history of Cemre 

Shipyard.  

Starting in 2014, Cemre was the selected shipyard 

to build one SOV unit for Esvagt with its name 

ESVAGT MERCATOR, which is one of the most 

valuable ships built by Cemre.  

Within the Windmill Market, Cemre searched and 

developed for better results and state-of-art 

building methods by gaining experience.  

Following the successful progress, Cemre signed 

another shipbuilding contract with French ship-

owner LDA for a vessel which will be one of the 

biggest SOV (Service Operation Vessel) in the 

Windmill Market. 

We are proud to be the builder of this SOV, which 

is named as “Wind of Change” for LDA. The steel 

cutting was done in July 2017.  

SOV is one of the new and unique branches in 

offshore market.  

We believe Cemre’s position in the market gain 

strengthens with this Project. 

DESCRIPTION 

The SOV is equipped with one Heave 

Compensated Gangway system to provide 

continuous access to windmills for the technicians, 

and equipped with one 3D Crane for cargo / 

material handling between the SOV and the 

windmills.  

This is the first time of installing and testing this 

type of crane.  

The Helideck is installed onboard for crew 

exchange operations and there is a side boat 

landing for exchange operations.  

The SOV is classed as DP-2 based on the 4-Split 

system. Also, the specially developed DP system 

configuration is tested on this SOV for the first 

time.  

Electrical system technology is developed 

continuously and we went further for the 

development with this project.  

One of the innovative solutions for ship propulsion 

was build up with ABB DC grid and MAN variable 

speed gensets.  
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At all times, the ABB DC System controls the 

generators to achieve optimal speed set points 

based on most-efficient fuel consumption 

according to the consumption.  

The approach of this diesel-electric system 

increases safety, cuts operational costs, 

improves lifecycle economics and decreases 

the environmental footprint.  

This is a next-generation propulsion system.  

When it comes to efficiency, there are also two 

batteries on board.  

As a benefit of the batteries, the fuel 

consumption of the generators has been 

significantly reduced, in addition to energy 

efficiency, the exhaust emissions have been 

significantly reduced as well, hence we can 

indicate this vessel as a “more” environment-

friendly vessel.  

Regarding passenger areas, the special 

accommodation for a total of 90 people (who are 

technicians, supervisors, and managers) are 

furnished on board.  

The private individual areas mentioned above are 

considered in the passenger ship class in terms of 

equipment on board different than seafarers. 

 In addition to this, the SOV has been equipped 

with a cinema room, gym, meeting rooms, and 

conference rooms.  

Considering these features, the SOV is one of the 

largest and most comprehensive ship in this 

sector.  

In order to explain how much attention is paid to 

the internal outfitting of the SOV, we need to 

explain it under a separate title. Shortly, the SOV 

contains many innovations and “firsts” in this 

respect. 

The SOV was launched in early October 2018 and 

delivered in April 2019.  

The SOV “Wind of Change” is operated by French 

Operator LDA for Danish ØRSTED on German 

waters.  

Cemre also signed the second shipbuilding 

contract with LDA in March 2018 and the second 

vessel will serve to ØRSTED as well.  

We are looking forward to delivering the second 

SOV to LDA successfully on time. 
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We are proud to be the builder of this SOV, which 

is named as “Wind of Change” for LDA. The steel 

cutting was done in July 2017.  

SOV is one of the new and unique branches in 

offshore market.  

We believe Cemre’s position in the market gain 

strengthens with this Project. 

DESCRIPTION 

The SOV is equipped with one Heave 

Compensated Gangway system to provide 

continuous access to windmills for the technicians, 

and equipped with one 3D Crane for cargo / 

material handling between the SOV and the 
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This is the first time of installing and testing this 

type of crane.  

The Helideck is installed onboard for crew 

exchange operations and there is a side boat 

landing for exchange operations.  

The SOV is classed as DP-2 based on the 4-Split 

system. Also, the specially developed DP system 

configuration is tested on this SOV for the first 

time.  

Electrical system technology is developed 

continuously and we went further for the 

development with this project.  

One of the innovative solutions for ship propulsion 

was build up with ABB DC grid and MAN variable 
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At all times, the ABB DC System controls the 

generators to achieve optimal speed set points 

based on most-efficient fuel consumption 

according to the consumption.  

The approach of this diesel-electric system 

increases safety, cuts operational costs, 

improves lifecycle economics and decreases 

the environmental footprint.  

This is a next-generation propulsion system.  

When it comes to efficiency, there are also two 

batteries on board.  

As a benefit of the batteries, the fuel 

consumption of the generators has been 

significantly reduced, in addition to energy 

efficiency, the exhaust emissions have been 

significantly reduced as well, hence we can 

indicate this vessel as a “more” environment-

friendly vessel.  

Regarding passenger areas, the special 

accommodation for a total of 90 people (who are 

technicians, supervisors, and managers) are 

furnished on board.  

The private individual areas mentioned above are 

considered in the passenger ship class in terms of 

equipment on board different than seafarers. 

 In addition to this, the SOV has been equipped 

with a cinema room, gym, meeting rooms, and 

conference rooms.  

Considering these features, the SOV is one of the 

largest and most comprehensive ship in this 

sector.  

In order to explain how much attention is paid to 

the internal outfitting of the SOV, we need to 

explain it under a separate title. Shortly, the SOV 

contains many innovations and “firsts” in this 

respect. 

The SOV was launched in early October 2018 and 

delivered in April 2019.  

The SOV “Wind of Change” is operated by French 

Operator LDA for Danish ØRSTED on German 

waters.  

Cemre also signed the second shipbuilding 

contract with LDA in March 2018 and the second 

vessel will serve to ØRSTED as well.  

We are looking forward to delivering the second 

SOV to LDA successfully on time. 
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VIDEO 

 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=EgrFGuS2j_E 

 

Cemre Shipyard has delivered similar vessels for 

various clients.  

With this project, Cemre Shipyard has a well-

gained position on the SOV market.  

On behalf of Cemre Shipyard, we can say that this 

success makes us very proud.  

In addition to our workmanship, engineering 

services will be exported besides the products 

from Turkey.  

We are very proud of being pioneer of engineering 

exports in Turkey, due to the fact that we are 

incredibly motivated.  

We also get positive feedbacks by the satisfaction 

of our customers in our new projects.  

We bring one of the important milestones, and the 

goal is delivery on time of the SOV to the client.  

It is known that this kind of vessels will be 

demanded in this market in the near future and 

Cemre Shipyard is an important player in this 

game.  

Currently building hybrid projects for European 

clients, Cemre always makes effort for such 

innovative projects. 

Virtual Tour – Click to open 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgrFGuS2j_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgrFGuS2j_E
http://woc.cemreshipyard.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgrFGuS2j_E
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http://www.towingline.com/
http://www.towingline.com
mailto:jvds@towingline.com


mailto:info@kgslegal.cz
http://www.kgslegal.cz
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